
Coastal Resiliency Projects
        FAQs

Q: Why do we need to do something about Suffolk 
&RXQW\·V�ZDWHU�TXDOLW\"
A:  Nearly 75% of homes in Suffolk County are on 
cesspools or septic systems, which are not equipped to 
effectively decontaminate human waste.  

The impact of untreated waste has spurred harmful algal 
blooms that has reduced our protective wetlands by one-
third and sea grass by 90%, which form Long Island’s 
second line of defense against potential storms and 
natural disasters.  With Superstorm Sandy, Suffolk County 
experienced devastation to life and property that could 
have been mitigated with the robust wetlands that once 
surrounded us.  By installing more sewers and advanced 
wastewater treatment systems, Suffolk County seeks to 
restore this natural shield.

Q: :KDW�DUH�WKH�IRXU�SURSRVHG�SURMHFWV�DQG�KRZ�GR�
WKH\�OD\�WKH�JURXQGZRUN�IRU�IXWXUH�H[WHQVLRQV"
A:  The following four projects will address storm impacts 
and reduce nitrogen pollution in the Great South Bay and 
connected surface waters.

Around Mastic: Parcels in the Forge River area will be 
DPOOFDUFE�UP�B�OFX�TFXFS�DPMMFDUJPO�TZTUFN�UIBU�XJMM�nPX�
to a new wastewater treatment plant located on municipal 
property near the Brookhaven Town Airport.
 
Around North Babylon and West Babylon: Parcels in the 
Carlls River area will be connected to the Bergen Point 
sewer system within the Southwest Sewer District. 
 
Around Great River: Parcels in the Connetquot River and 
Nicoll Bay area will be connected to the Bergen Point 
sewer system.
 
Around Patchogue:  Parcels in the Patchogue River area 
will be connected to the Patchogue sewer system within 
the Patchogue Sewer District.

Q: :K\�ZHUH�WKHVH�SURMHFWV�FKRVHQ"
A:  5IFTF�QSPKFDUT�BSF�UIF�mSTU�NBKPS�JOWFTUNFOU�JO�
advanced wastewater treatment in decades.  The 
installation of these projects will reduce the amount of 
nitrogen pollution.  The project areas were chosen based 
on the potential to reduce nitrogen to surface and ground 
waters and improve resiliency for the region.

The reduction in nitrogen pollution due to these 
wastewater upgrades will improve conditions for wetlands 
and eelgrass, which act as buffers for storm surges, 
to increase our resiliency against future storms like 
Superstorm Sandy. Moreover, the upgrades will also 
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improve overall aquatic health, mitigating low-dissolved 
oxygen, reducing brown and red tides and enabling the 
SFTUPSBUJPO�PG�UIF�NVMUJ�NJMMJPO�EPMMBS�TIFMMmTI�BOE�UPVSJTN�
industry.

“Water is at the heart of Suffolk County, and its water 
quality directly impacts the lifestyle, health, economy and 
resiliency of the County’s 1.5 million residents, as well as 
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-IBM, Smarter Cities Challenge, June 2014

“Given the nexus between nitrogen enrichment, the 
long-term sustainability of salt marshes along the south 
shore of Long Island, and the ability of the marshes to 
QSPWJEF�QSPUFDUJPO�BHBJOTU�DPBTUBM�nPPEJOH
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State should consider supporting an array of programs to 
reduce nitrogen loadings into Long Island’s south shore 
embayments, including Jamaica Bay. Actions to restore 
marshes so as to increase coastal resiliency may be 
unsuccessful unless accompanied by actions to reduce 
overall nitrogen loadings. Projects that have the potential 
UP�SFNPWF�TJHOJmDBOU�DPODFOUSBUJPOT�PG�OJUSPHFO�����DPVME�
be an appropriate focus of disaster recovery and coastal 
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-NYS Dept. of Environmental Conservation Technical 
Report, Nitrogen Pollution and Adverse Impacts on 
Resilient Tidal Marshlands, April 2014
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